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MAJORAUTHOR PROMOTION

FEBRUARY, 1940.

GoNEWITH THE WIND packs movie palaces
two months after its December premiere.
“Moonlight Serenade” echoes from
jukeboxes all over the country. And the
Sino-Japanese war still rages, while France
waits anxiously for the Nazi blitzkrieg to
hammer the Maginot line.

In San Francisco’s Chinatown, fireworks
explode as the city celebrates Chinese
New Year with a Rice Bowl Party, a three
day-and-night carnival designed to raise
money and support for China war relief.

Miranda Corbie—thirty-three-year-old
private investigator, Spanish Civil War
nurse and ex-escort, waits impatiently
in the crowd. Until small-time numbers
runner EddieTakahashi stumbles into
Sacramento Street and into her life ...
fatally shot.

The Chamber of Commerce wants it
covered up. The cops acquiesce. Japanese
boy in a Chinese carnival ... wrong place at
the wrong time.

All Miranda wants is justice—whatever it
costs. From Chinatown tenements to a
tattered tailor’s shop in Little Osaka, to
a high-class bordello draped in Southern
Gothic—she shakes down the city—her
city—seeking the truth.

CITY OF DRAGONS is a sprawling,
visceral novel of San Francisco in 1940, a
world of race wars and class wars, a world
in which sexual threat is as casual as a five
cent cigar. It is also a beautiful world ... of
hats and neon night clubs, Harry James and
Chesterfields, of a World’s Fair ready to
reopen in just three short months.

It’s Miranda’s world. And she’ll die to
protect the good in it.

Because part of her died a long time ago...



ENDORSEMENTS

“Beautifully imagined and beautifully written—this book does
everything great fiction is supposed to.” - LEE CHILD

“CITY OF DRAGONS s a stunning recreation of time and place
that | greatly enjoyed ... as will everyone who reads it.”" - ROBERT B. PARKER

“CITY OF DRAGONS is big and ambitious, both reverent and original.
Author Kelli Stanley has her eye on greatness.” - GEORGE PELECANOS

Linda Fairstein

New York Times Bestselling Author
“A powerful crime novel ...
Stanley’s dialogue bristles with
attitude, the atmosphere is as
thick as the bay fog, and her
protagonist is a great new
dame in crime fiction.

A smart, stunning thriller”

Ken Bruen, Shamus Award-winning
author of CROSS and ONCE WERE
COPS:

“Kelli Stanley’s CITY OF
DRAGONS blew me to
ribbons. Polish up the Shamus,
| know where it’s headed this
year.”’

Michael Koryta

Award-Winnng Author of ENVY THE
NIGHT

“Written in a prose style
that’s simultaneously staccato
and smooth, CITY OF
DRAGONS is a compelling

and powerful novel.”

Cornelia Read, Shamus Award-winning
author of THE CRAZY SCHOOL:

“Kelli Stanley’s CITY OF DRAGONS is stunning,
pitch-perfect noir. She conjures forth a lost,
poignant, and darkly luminous San Francisco in
which Hammett - and LA’s Chandler - would feel
immediately at home.”

Laura Benedict, author of
CALLING MR. LONELY HEARTS and
ISABELLA MOON:

“CITY OF DRAGONS is an explosive,
important book—and the best part is an ending
that will blow you away.”

Tasha Alexander, author of
A FATALWALTZ:

“Evocative and taut, Kelli Stanley’s CITY OF
DRAGONS bursts with dark atmosphere. Fans
of Raymond Chandler and Megan Abbott
should add Stanley to their list of must-read
authors.”

Rebecca Cantrell, author of A TRACE
OF SMOKE:

“This is one of my favorite novels of all
time.”

Louise Ure, Shamus Award-winning
author of THE FAULT TREE:

“You’ll be asking yourself why reading CITY
OF DRAGONS - a story as dark as black
coffee — makes you feel so good. And it does.
Take a sip. | dare you.”

MARKETING PLAN

National Print Publicity
A Minotaur First Selection
A Read-it-First.com Selection

Viral Campaign: Video
short movies showing the
Depression, Treasure Island,
the World’s Fair, Chinatown

Series of Podcasts on topics
such as: noir, 30s history, FDR

Author Buzz Campaign
Author Book Tour

Library Marketing Campaign
Blogtour

Book Trailer

Launch Party with virtual
webcast

Limited Edition Postcards

Multimedia-rich Website

KELLI STANLEY is the author of the critically acclaimed Nox Dormienda, which won the Bruce Alexander Award for
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